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Sussex  P0125QE,  England 

(Off-Center  Coins,  Brockages,  Mis-Struck,  Etc.) 
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(Far  East,  Primitive,  Islamic,  Siamese  Porcelain  Tokens) 
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The  following  donation  has  been  received  since  the  last  report: 

Name  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

TAYMAN,  Barry  D.  $5.00  Cash  General  Operating  Fund 


***** 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1989-90  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  is- 
suing a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice- 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  TWO  At-Large  Directors  to  serve 
the  calendar  years  of  1989  and  1990. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  month  of  August,  1988. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance 
and  ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
office  for  which  they  have  been  nominated. 

Ross  Schraeder,  Secretary 
P.  0.  Box  670013 
Dallas,  Texas  75367-0013 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 
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Raymond  J.  Hebert 


CC87.MTBB: 1986 ;IHMC 
MTB  BANKING  CORP. 

An  Illustrated  History  of  Modem  Coinage. 

Pub.  1986,  30pp,  illus. 

Davi d Kwapi sz 
KB70.HelW: 1983:T 

HELLRIGL,  WOLFGANG  C.  & GABRISCH,  KARL 

Tibet.  A Philatelic  and  Numismatia  Bibliography 

Pub.  1983,  72pp,  not  illus. 

Dr.  Norman  D.  Nicol 


KA20.LPoS:X882:CB 
LANE-POOLE,  STANLEY 

Catalogue  of  Oriental  Coins  in  the  British  Museum,  Vol.  VII. 
The  Coinage  of  Bukhara  (Transoxiana)  in  the  British  Museum 
from  the  Time  of  Timur  to  the  Present  Bay.  Classes  XXII 3 
XXIII. 

Xerox  copy  of  1882  pub.,  130pp,  illus. 

KA50.LPoS:X881 : CM 
LANE-POOLE,  STANLEY 

Catalogue  of  Oriental  Coins  in  the  British  Museum , Vol.  VI. 
The  Coins  of  the  Mongols  in  the  British  Museum.  Classes 
XVIII  - XXII. 

Xerox  copy  of  1881  pub.,  300pp,  w/plates. 

Robert  A.  Plemmons 


QB30 . Wi eH : 1 945 : PM 
WIESCHHOFF,  H.  A. 

Primitive  Money. 
Pub.  145,  43pp,  illus. 

John  F.  M.  Ross 


GAlO.AdeH: 1958: ANS 
ADELSON,  HOWARD  L. 

The  American  Numismatic  Society  1858-1958 . 

Pub.  1958,  390pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  David 
Kwapisz,  Thomas  A.  Schillinger,  John  F.  M.  Ross,  and  David  G.  Briggs 
for  their  donations  of  additional  numismatic  material  to  the  NI 

Li brary. 

III.  I would  like  to  close  on  a sad  note  by  reporting  the  death  of 
Roy  N.  P.  Hawkins  who  was  a personal  friend  of  mine.  He  was  an  Eng- 
lish numismatist  and  though  his  name  is  not  a household  word  in  this 
country,  in  England  he  was  well  known  for  his  work  on  English  tokens. 
I had  met  him  years  ago  as  a result  of  a critique  he  had  submitted 

on  an  article  I had  written  and  we  developed  a friendship  that  lasted 
through  a volume  of  letters.  He  was,  in  my  opinion,  a thorough 
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numismatic  scholar,  a delightful  correspondent,  and  a friend  that  I 
shall  sorely  miss. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

A VOLCANO,  A FAMINE,  AND  A TOKEN 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary,  Alberta , Canada,  NI  #1?86 


In  1815  a volcano  erupted  in  Indonesia.  In  1816  a bread  rationing 
token  was  issued  in  a German  city.  Though  at  first  glance  unlikely, 
there  is  a connection  between  these  two  events. 

After  a few  preliminary  rumblings  the  volcano  Tambora  on  the  island  of 
Sumbawa,  east  of  Java,  blew  its  top  during  a series  of  gigantic  explo- 
sions lasting  from  April  5-12,  1815.  It  was  the  largest  volcanic  ex- 
plosion of  historic  times.  The  mountain  was  reduced  from  a majestic 
thirteen  thousand  foot  landmark  to  a ragged  nine  thousand  foot  high 
plateau  with  a three  mile  wide  crater.  Some  explosions  were  heard  more 
than  a thousand  miles  away.  They,  and  the  accompanying  heavy  ashfall 
and  mudflows,  killed  at  a conservative  estimate  some  ten  thousand 
people.  A further  eighty  or  ninety  thousand  died  from  diseases  and 
starvation.  Forty  to  fifty  thousand  people  had  to  resettle.  The  dis- 
aster drew  relatively  little  attention  at  the  time.  It  happened  in  a 
somewhat  out-of-the-way  part  of  an  archipelago,  that  was  in  turmoil, 
and  where  the  British  were  reluctantly  preparing  to  hand  over  to  the 
Dutch  their  old  colonies,  lost  during  the  Napoleonic  Wars. 

Of  the  estimated  twenty  to  forty  cubic  miles  of  debris  that  was  hurled 
into  the  skies,  most  fell  back  fairly  quickly.  But  a large  amount  of 
the  finest  dust  was  carried  into  the  stratosphere,  where  it  stayed  in 
part  possibly  for  a few  years.  In  addition  there  may  have  been  a large 
quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  present.  This  would  in  the  stratosphere 
soon  be  transformed  into  minute  droplets  of  sulphuric  acid.  All  this 
air  pollution  made  for  spectacular  sunrises  and  sunsets,  at  first  in 
the  Tropics,  soon  also  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  People  quite 
enjoyed  them,  not  realizing  at  the  time  what  effect  all  these  particles 
in  the  sky  would  have  on  the  global  climate.  Without  understanding, 
they  would  suffer  under  the  consequences,  especially  in  1816. 

For  the  last  few  years  there  had  already  been  a cooling  trend  in  the 
climate.  Remember  Napoleon's  disastrous  winter  in  Russia!  But  now  the 
debris  in  the  stratosphere  caused  an  additional  screening  from  the 
sun's  rays,  and  an  even  larger  drop  in  temperature. 

In  North  America  1816  became  known  as  "the  year  without  a summer."  The 
bad  harvest  may  have  decided  many  New  Englanders  to  migrate  to  the 
beckoning  (Mid)West.  In  Europe,  however,  the  consequences  were  often 
more  severe.  France,  Germany,  and  the  Netherlands  had  all  suffered 
seriously  from  the  chaotic  military  actions  of  the  Napoleonic  Wars  and 
its  not  always  benevolent  armies.  In  their  aftermath  there  was 
widespread  unemployement  and  banditry. 
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RUSSIAN  IMITATIONS  OF  THE  DUTCH  DUCAT  1768  - 1868 


R.  Polchaninoff 


(This  is  a Section  "Izvestnaia  Moneta,  Arapchik,  Lobanchik,  Puchkovyi" 
on  the  Russian  Imitations  Dutch  Ducats , from  the  3rd  part  in  the  series 
on  "COIN  VOCABULARY  — Elizabeth/Catharine  II"  — pp.  13-14  — reprinted 
with  permission  of  the  Editor  of  the  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
( Alexandria , VA)  JOURNAL  #30  (SPRING  1988) 


RUSSIAN  IMITATION  OF  A DUTCH  DUCAT  (enlarged) 

Beginning  as  a practical  matter  in  the  reign  of  Peter  I,  the  Russians 
from  time  to  time  struck  ducats  or  chervonsy.  These  coins  were  intend- 
ed chiefly  for  foreign  commerce.  In  1768,  as  ships  of  the  Baltic  Fleet 
were  being  readied  for  the  Archipelago  Expedition  into  Graeco-Turkish 
waters,  the  Russian  Government  had  a quantity  of  imitation  Dutch  ducats 
made  at  the  St.  Petersburg  Mint  for  the  Fleet's  use  en  route  (the  Dutch 
ducat  at  the  time  was  the  most  universally  used  small-sized  gold  trade 
coin. ) During  exactly  a century,  from  then  on,  the  Petersburg  Mint 
continued  to  turn  out  these  ducats,  sometimes  for  various  special 
usages  - e.g.  to  help  finance  the  Russian  advance  into  Europe  in  1813— 
-1815;  to  facilitate  troops'  pay  and  exchange  in  the  Caucasus  in  the 
early  19th  century;  or  to  provide  members  of  the  Imperial  family  with 
money  in  convenient  form  when  travelling  abroad. 

These  semi-clandestinely  made  imitation  ducats  were  referred  to  in  Gov- 
ernment papers  as  Izvestnaia  Moneta  - "a  known  coin."  Popular  slang 
terms  included  Arapchik  (from  the  fancy  that  the  standing  figure  seemed 
somehow  oriental  in  looks),  Lobanchik  (the  figure  seemed  to  have  a bare 
forehead,  such  as  newly  shaved  recruits  do  or  Puchkovyi  (from  the 
bundle  of  arrows  the  figure  holds). 

The  Petersburg  ducats  differ  - sometimes  in  subtle  ways,  sometimes  more 
obviously  - from  the  Dutch  originals.  For  example,  Russian  copies  exist 
bearing  certain  dates  never  encountered  in  the  Dutch  originals.  The 
Russian  copy  dated  1849  is  the  commonest:  it  was  in  constant  use  from 
that  year  (when  the  Dutch  interrupted  for  a time  their  issuance  of  the 
ducats)  up  to  1868  when  the  Russians  suspended  striking  the  coins  after 
receiving  a mildly  reproachful  note  from  the  Netherlands  ambassador. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  ULM-12 

No.  38  - ANONYMOUS  FOLLES 

The  only  bronze  coinage  showing  it  was  issued  by  John  I (969-976)  was 
that  minted  in  Cherson  with  his  monogram  (see  No.  37). 

In  his  reign  began  a new  series  of  copper  coins,  the  CHRISTOS  on  one 
side  and  legend  + cmmanovha  , and  on  the  other  the  legend  -f  ibSHS— 
xrisths  — bASiLen  — bASiL€  (Jesus  Christ,  King  of  Kings).  No  indication 
of  the  reigning  emperor  is  shown.  This  continued  for  eleven  reigns 
and  even  when  Constantine  X reintroduced  signed  coins,  the  anonymous 
series  continued  as  well  until  the  monetary  reforms  in  1092  under 
Alexius  I. 

During  my  years  in  Istanbul  these  were  the  commonest  of  all  Byzantine 
"bronzes"  (they  are  copper)  and  I would  say  there  were  two  of  them  for 
every  three  other  bronze  peices.  In  recent  decades  they  have  become 
even  more  common  because  huge  hoards  of  them  have  been  found.  One  of 
my  last  activities  at  the  Nebraska  State  Museum  was  to  go  through  a 
hoard,  maybe  some  1000  pieces  (I'm  unsure  now),  to  pick  out  all  those 
that  had  an  Arabic  countermark.  That  is  to  say  these  coins  were  cap- 
tured, or  were  tribute  money,  and  in  this  manner  authorized  for  use 
in  occupied  lands.  This  particular  hoard,  of  which  I had  only  a por- 
tion, was  found  in  southeast  Turkey. 

Often  the  coins  are  rather  crudely  struck,  worn  (copper  wears  more 
quickly  than  bronze),  and  frequently  overstruck  in  a subsequent  reign. 
Copper  was  plentiful  in  Asia  Minor. 

The  coinage  has  puzzled  many  scholars  and  various  attributions  have 
been  made.  It  has  also  received  a variety  of  names.  Dr.  Bellinger's 
name,  "Anonymous  Folles",  adopted  by  Dumbarton  Oaks  (D.O.),  seems  the 
most  appropriate.  It  is  generally  thought  the  issue  was  due  to  John 
1 1 s devoutness  which  might  seem  a peculiar  combination  of  piety  with 
the  atrocious  murder  of  his  predecessor  which  brought  him  to  the  throne 
But  such  is  not  uncommon  in  Byzantine  history  (and  no  doubt  elsewhere!) 

The  classifications  and  the  various  arguments  by  different  scholars 
have  no  place  in  a brief  introduction.  I would  suggest,  however,  that 
in  this  day  of  high  prices  for  all  ancient  or  medieval  coins,  the 
anonymous  folles  of  Byzantium  is  a good  place  for  a beginner  to  start 
as  there  is  plenty  of  variety  obtainable. 

The  D.O.  catalogue  divides  the  group  as  a whole  into  15  classes,  num- 
bered by  letters  (see  Table  I).  I am  therefore  making  use  of  the 
first  D.O.  table  to  show  the  classes  and  those  interested  can  refer 
to  the  catalogue  itself  for  their  attributions.  With  that  is  a second 
table  (see  Table  II)  which  shows  the  detailed  ornamentation  used  on 
D.O.'s  Class  A2  series  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  This  particular 
series  is  attributed  to  the  reign  of  Basil  II.  No  doubt  in  time  these 
may  be  changed  or  added  to.  The  large  variety  can  give  any  collector 
many  hours  of  interesting  study. 

It  was  generally  assumed  in  early  catalogues  that  all  these  folles 
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were  struck  in  the  capital,  as  in  recent  reigns.  Now  some  scholars 
think  some  may  have  been  struck  in  provincial  mints,  e.g.  Thessa- 
lonica  for  Greece.  However,  this  is  in  the  realm  of  speculation  and 
need  not  concern  the  beginner. 

The  illustrations  following  the  tables  show  some  of  the  best  known 
designs  without  assigning  them  to  particular  reigns. 

Perhaps  in  passi ng,  menti on  should  be  made  that  there  were  contempor- 
ary counterfeits,  possibly  to  provide  local  change.  (There  was  a 
similar  experience  reported  when  I was  in  Turkey  before  World  War  II 
of  the  circulation  of  either  the  silver  lira  or  the  100  kurus  piece 
in  the  southeast  parts  of  the  country.) 

Counterfeit  pieces  are  seldom  included  in  an  official  catalogue,  but 
D.O.  does  show  some,  as  did  Bellinger  in  one  of  his  works,  and 
Gerasimov  in  Bulgaria  where  a hoard  of  such  was  found.  It  needs  a 
student  of  the  series  to  decide  which  are  genuine  and  which  are  not. 
The  criteria  are  the  letters,  ornament  and  type  mixtures. 

TABLE  I 


Class 

Description 

A (1) 

Bust  of  Christ  \ 

jj  A i-  ) small  module 

Rev.  4 lines  mscr.  J 

A (2) 

Bust  of  Christ  ) , 

,, , A } large  module 

Rev.  4 lines  mscr.  J 

B 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Cross  on  steps  \\\  inscr. 

C 

Half-figure  of  Christ 

Rev.  Jewelled  cross,  IS  XS||NI  KA 

D 

Christ  seated,  throne  w.  hack 
Rev.  3 lines  inscr. 

]•: 

Bust  of  Christ 
Rev.  3 lines  inscr. 

1* 

Christ  seated,  backless  throne 
Rev.  3 lines  inscr. 

G 

Bust  of  Christ 
Rev.  Bust  of  Virgin 

H 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Patriarchal  cross  on  leaved  base 

1 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Cross  w.  X on  leaved  base 

J 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Cross  above  crescent 

K 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Virgin  standing,  globule  border 

L 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Cross,  1C  XC  Nl  KA  at  ends 

M 

Christ  seated,  throne  with  back 
Rev.  Jeweled  cross  on  crescent 

N 

Bust  of  Christ 

Rev.  Patriarchal  cross,  1C  XC.  Nl  KA 
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TABLE  II 


Xo. 

Obverse 

Reverse 

In 

On 

1 Above 

Below 

Cross 

Book 

Inscription  Inscriptioi 

1 1 . 

1 ErS 
1 

- ;XCi  - 

- rxr\  — 

la  1 

cco 

2 

Xothing 

Xothing 

3 

Xothing 

• 

4 

• 

Xothing 

5 

• 

• 

6 

— 

— 

6a 

— 

— 

7 

_ . _ 

_ • — 

s 

9 

— v — 

— — 

10 

4+f  (?) 

+»(?) 

11 

4X1 

4X4 

12 

Erl 

i 

- * - 

14 

- 0 - 

- 0 - 

14a 

- <$>  - 

- 0 - 

14b 

oo 

15 

- -A-  - 

- -A-  - 

15a 

- A - 

- A - 

16 

- A - 

- A - 

16a 

- -A-  - 

- -A-  - 

17 

- h - 

— h — 

18 

- R - 

- R - 

19 

- P - 

- P - 

19a 

1 

— w — 

— — 

20 

I 

Xothing 

• 

21 

- * - 

- * - 

22 

£9 

- 0 - 

- 0 - 

23 

-o  - 

-o  - 
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Top  Left:  Class  A (1),  Small  Module 
Balance  of  Page:  Class  A (2),  Large  Module 
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Class  D 
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Class  H 


Class  H 
Reverse 


Class  J 
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Class  K 
Obverse 


Class  L 


No  illustratioyi  for  Class  M & N 


Anonymous  Follis 
Romanus  IV 


Imitations 


Class  A (2) 


Class  B 


********************************************************************** 
GALBA'S  SPEECH  TO  HIS  LEGIONARIES 


When  Galba  revolted  from  Nero,  he 
first  spoke  to  his  legionaires  in 
Spain  of  his  intentions.  They  of 
course  gave  their  approval  and 
even  proclaimed  him  Emperor.  This 
speech,  or  "haranguing  or  alloc- 
ution", is  depicted  on  some  coins 
later  issued  by  Galba  in  A.D.  68. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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"WAS  CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  OF  THE  JEWISH  FAITH?" 


Lee  Grossman,  NLG,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  USA,  TNA  $3 545,  NI # 1707 


Is  the  Shroud  of  Turin  truly  the  one  used  to  wrap  around  the  body  of 
Jesus  Christ?  Although  much  evidence  has  been  brought  forth,  half  of 
those  asked  the  question  replied  they  didn't  think  so.  Another  subject 
that  arises  often  is  my  subject. 

About  30  years  ago,  the  famous  author,  Jim  Bishop  (he  wrote  the  "The 
Greatest  Story  Ever  Told")  wrote  a column  that  appeared  in  the  Hearst 
newspapers  (I  read  it  in  the  San  Antonio  Light).  One  day.  Bishop  wrote 
that  he  had  uncovered  evidence  indicating  that  Columbus  and  nine  other 
seamen  began  each  day  with  morning  prayers,  and  that  the  prayers  were 
in  Hebrew  with  a minyan  aboard  the  flagship,  the  Niffa.  The  word  minyan 
means  "ten  men"  in  Hebrew,  and  the  Hebraic  rituals  require  that  the 
daily  services  start  with  ten  men  over  the  age  of  13  years.  In  the 
early  and  middle  1800s,  due  to  the  almost  endless  wars,  many  villages 
in  Russia  and  Poland  found  themselves  short  of  grown  men  for  a minyan, 
so  the  elderly  rounded  up  the  boys  over  13  years  of  age,  conducted  a 
ceremony  called  "bar  mitzvah  (coming  of  age),  so  those  youngsters  could 
be  called  upon,  if  the  chief  rabbi  of  the  village  found  he  lacked 
enough  men  of  a minyan.  It  was  when  Jamaica  issued  a $10  silver  coin 
of  Christopher  Columbus  in  1975,  that  several  researchers  came  forth 
stating  that  "Columbus  was  indeed  Jewish". 

We  have  always  heard  the  story  of  the  Italian  sea-captain  who  was 
convinced  he  knew  of  a different  route  to  the  Indies  for  spices,  gold 
and  other  valuable  commodities.  He  was  very  positive  that  the  earth 
was  round!  In  those  days,  almost  everyone  "knew"  that  sailing  past  the 
Pillars  of  Hercules  (the  Straits  of  Gibraltar)  would  be  a disaster, 
because  the  ship  would  "fall  over  the  edge".  The  Spanish  king  and 
queen  (Ferdinand  and  Isabella)  heard  of  this  Italian  and  secured 
funding  to  finance  a trip  to  the  Indies.  The  rest  of  the  story  of  "the 
discovery"  of  the  New  World  is  now  accepted  by  millions  of  people  and 
has  been  for  hundreds  of  years. 

Columbus'  background  has  always  been  debatable.  But  the  first  claim 
was  made  in  1892  by  a Spanish  scholar.  Since  then,  others  have  tried 
to  prove  the  claim  to  be  true. 

In  a recent  issue  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association's  publica- 
tion, THE  NUMISMATIST,  an  article  told  how  Charles  Alpern,  a well-known 
researcher,  has  gone  into  the  re-examination  of  all  available  evi- 
dence. His  conclusion:  The  only  hypotheses  that  "accounts  for  the 

gaps  and  inconsistencies  in  Columbus'  many  biographies,  is  his  Jewish 
origin".  Alperin  wrote  "...  the  Columbus  enigma  has  a variety  of 
aspects",  such  as: 

1.  His  secrecy  or  his  origins; 

2.  His  extensive  Jewish  associations; 

3.  The  fact  that  he  never  wrote  in  Italian; 

4.  His  knowledge  of  the  Old  Testament; 

5.  His  use  of  Jewish  phrases  and  references; 
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6.  His  last  will  and  testament; 

7.  His  use  of  the  beth-hay  symbol  - which  is  an 
abbreviation  of  the  Hebrew  Baruch  ha-Shem 
("Praise  the  Lord"); 

8.  The  rumors  that  circulated  during  Columbus's  own 
time;  that  of  his  family  name  which  Columbus 
changed  several  times; 

9.  The  prologue  of  the  journal  of  his  first  voyage 
and  its  ambiguous  reference  to  Jews; 

10.  His  mystical  signature,  and 

11.  His  departure  for  the  historical  voyage  which  was 
delayed  so  he  might  observe  a traditional  Jewish 
day  of  fasting. 

The  Encyclopedia  Britannica  points  out  that  Columbus  may  have  come  from 
a Spanish-Jewish  family  that  settled  in  Genoa,  Italy. 

On  October  8,  1986,  an  article  appeared  in  COIN  WORLD  telling  about  the 
18th  commemorative  medal  issued  by  the  Jewish-Amer ican  Hall  of  Fame, 
which  had  been  designed  by  the  world-renowned  sculptor,  Paul  Vincze. 
Three  men  were  living  in  Spain  when  the  Edict  was  signed  on  March  31, 
1492.  (When  the  king  and  queen  defeated  the  Moors,  they  unified  the 
country.  In  the  process  of  unification  the  Jews  and  Moors  were  expel- 
led.) All  three  had  met  with  Columbus  and  listened  to  him,  and  all 
three  became  involved  with  his  voyage.  And  all  three  were  Sephardic 
Jews . ) 

Luis  de  Santangel  was  the  Comptroller-General  of  King  Ferdinand  and 
Queen  Isabella.  Legend  has  it  that  Queen  Isabella  pawned  her  jewelry 
to  help  finance  Columbus'  voyages  on  military  campaigns  which  had  been 
completed  earlier.  The  funds  which  assured  Columbus'  voyage  six  years 
later  were  loaned  by  Santangel,  and  amounted  to  almost  5 million 
Maravedls.  (This  information  can  be  verified  in  his  - Columbus's  - 
original  account  books,  which  are  still  preserved  in  the  Archive  de 
Indias  in  Sevilla,  Spain. 

Although  he  was  a member  of  the  noble  Chinillo  family,  Santangel 's 
grandfather  had  converted  from  Judaism  to  Christianity,  because  of  the 
pressure  of  the  Spanish  persecutions  of  1413  and  1414.  Many  Jews 
pretended  to  accept  the  Christian  faith  rather  than  having  their  lands 
and  other  property  taken  from  them,  being  harassed,  or  being  killed. 
Many  of  Santangel 's  family,  however,  were  put  to  death  over  the  years 
for  continuing  to  keep  their  Jewish  faith.  Luis  de  Santangel  owed,  not 
only  his  life,  but  also  his  high  position  to  King  Ferdinand.  Several 
times  the  king  intervened,  or  Santangel  and  his  children  would  have 
been  slain  as  were  his  uncle  and  many  other  relatives. 

When  Columbus  left  Spain  on  his  voyage,  a group  of  Jews  were  being 
expelled.  It  did  not  matter  how  much  they  had  contr ibutedto  Spain's 
culture,  or  how  well  off  Spain  had  been  for  many  generations.  Again, 
Santangel 's  personal  fortune  was  used  to  hire  ships  to  help  his  fellow 
Jews  leave  their  longtime  homeland. 

Another  of  Columbus'  close  friends  was  Don  Isaac  Abranel.  Abranel 
refused  to  convert  and  remained  true  to  his  religion.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  biblical  scholars,  philosophers  and  statesmen  of 
his  time.  Don  Isaac  had,  as  a youth,  composed  a treatise  on  Providence 
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and  Prophesy.  When  he  was  25  years  old,  he  gave  discourses  concerning 
the  Book  of  Deuteronomy.  When  his  father  died,  Don  Isaac  succeeded  him 
as  the  Treasurer  of  King  Alfonso  of  Portugal.  However,  he  returned  to 
Spain  and  became  a wealthy  financier.  He  loaned  the  Spanish  Royal 
Treasury  1 1/2  million  gold  ducats  to  finance  Spain's  war  with  Granada 
in  1491.  He  also  helped  finance  Columbus'  voyage  in  1492.  The  1492 
Edict  had  ordered  the  expulsion  of  almost  a half  million  Spanish  Jews. 
Abranel  and  300,000  Jews  sailed  for  Naples,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life,  continuing  governmental  activities  and  writing  biblical 
commentaries . 

Abraham  Zacuto  emigrated  to  Lisbon,  Portugal,  when  he  was  expelled. 

King  John  II  lost  little  time  appointing  him  Court  Astronomer.  King 
Manuel  I reappointed  him.  Zacuto  wrote  scientific  treatises  and  Jewish 
histories.  In  1493,  he  was  named  Royal  Mathematician.  Zacuto  improved 
astronomical  tables  so  that  sailors  could  calculate  latitudes  without 
any  recourse  to  the  sun.  He  also  projected  lunar  and  solar  eclipses 
more  accurately  than  ever  before. 

Having  met  Zacuto  personally,  Columbus  made  sure  of  these  tables. 
Columbus  also  related  in  his  journal  how  the  knowledge  of  a lunar 
eclipse  saved  the  lives  of  the  crew  and  himself  on  Jamaica.  The  log 
related  that  he  told  the  hostile  natives  that  he  had  power  over  the 
light  of  the  sun  and  the  moon,  and  if  any  of  his  men  were  harmed,  he 
would  permanently  deprive  them  of  all  light.  Apparently  the  bluff 
worked . 

According  to  Biblical  expert,  numismatist  and  author  Mel  Wacks,  the 
discovery  of  the  New  World  has  had  a "Jewish  connection"  as  Columbus 
himself  may  have  been  a Jewish  descendent. 

It  is  my  feeling  that  the  "traditional  Jewish  day  of  fasting"  that 
Alperin  refers  to  (Aspect  #11,  above),  must  have  been  the  day  that 
commemorates  the  destruction  of  the  temple  in  Jerusalem.  Columbus  and 
his  men  were  prepared  to  sail  on  August  2,  1492,  but  waited  one  day, 
and  sailed  on  August  3rd  instead.  August  2,  1492  corresponded  with  the 
nineth  day  of  Av  (a  Hebrew  month).  It  is  doubtful  that  any  Jew  would 
choose  to  begin  an  enterprise  on  that  day  for  fear  of  meeting  bad 
luck . 

Everything  that  I’ve  read  seems  to  agree  that  Columbus  was  born  in 
Genoa,  Italy,  in  1451.  With  the  help  of  Michael  J.  Rufer,  president  of 
Rufer’s  Coin  Co.  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  I was  able  to  obtain  the 
following  information: 

His  first  wife  was  Columbus's  first  wife  was  Felipa  de  Perpestrello,  of 
Portugal,  who  died  shortly  after  the  birth  of  their  son,  Diego  (about 
1480).  His  second  wife  was  Beatriz  Enriquez,  of  Cordoba.  His  two  sons 
were  Diego  (circa  1480-1526)  and  Fernando  (1488-1539).  Fernando 
(Ferdinand)  was  the  natural  son  of  Christopher  and  Beatriz.  His  son, 
Diego,  had  a son,  Luis  (1521-1572)  and  a daughter,  Isabel,  and  another 
son,  Diego,  who  died  in  1578.  Luis  had  a daughter,  Francesca. 

Christopher  had  two  brothers,  Bartholomew  (Bartholomi)  (circa 
1445-circa  1514)  and  Diego  (ca. 1450-circa  1515).  Both  accompanied 
Christopher  on  some  of  his  voyages.  Unlike  Christopher,  both  became 
wealthy  and  held  high  offices  in  Spain. 
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Columbus  sailed  from  Palos,  Spain,  August  3,  1492,  on  his  first 
voyage.  On  October  12,  he  landed  on  an  island  called  Guanahani  by  the 
natives.  He  renamed  it  San  Salvador.  He  established  a colony  on  the 
island,  now  known  as  Watling  Island.  Before  returning  to  Spain  on 
January  4,  1493,  Columbus  discovered  Cuba,  and  La  Isla  Espanola  (The 
Spanish  Island),  which  was  later  called  Hispaniola  (now  Haiti  and  the 
Dominican  Republic). 

His  second  voyage  lasted  from  November  3,  1493  to  1496.  He  discovered 
Guadaloupe,  the  Virgin  Islands  (Las  Virgenes)  in  honor  of  Sts.  Ursala 
and  her  companions),  also  Nevis,  Montserrat  (named  after  Monserrado,  a 
mountain  in  Spain),  St.  Kitts  (St.  Christopher),  Dominica,  Puerto  Rico 
(this  was  the  only  time  Columbus  set  foot  on  soil  of  the  present-day 
United  States),  and  Jamaica.  He  revisited  Jamaica  on  May  3,  1494. 
Antigua  was  discovered  in  1493. 

He  left  on  his  third  voyage  on  May  30,  1498.  His  discovered  Granada, 
St.  Vincent,  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  on  July  31,  1498,  the  Orinoco  River 
(Venezuela)  on  August  1st,  and  Guyana. 

His  fourth  and  final  voyage  was  from  1502  to  November  7,  1504.  He 
discovered  Martinique  and  St.  Lucia  on  June  15,  1502,  Honduras  and  the 
Panama  Isthmus  on  July  30,  1502,  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica  (Nueva 
Cartago  - New  Carthage)  in  that  same  year,  and  the  Cayman  Islands 
(Tortugas  - Turtle)  in  1503. 

Several  coins  exist  honoring  Columbus,  his  discoveries,  his  ships,  and 
even  Queen  Isabella.  Costa  Rica  issued  two  .900  fine  gold  coins,  a 5 
Colones  (Y-36)  in  1899  and  1900  in  .900  gold,  and  a 20  Colones  (Y-38) 
from  1897  to  1900.  Jamaica  struck  a $10  coin  in  .925  sterling  silver, 
and  in  copper-nickel,  in  1975.  Haiti  minted  the  5 Gourdes  (KM  #1)  in 
1.000  fine  silver,  showing  the  three  ships  (Santa  Maria,  Nifia  and 
Pinta).  Columbia  issued  a 50  Centavos  (Y-29)  in  .835  silver  in  1891 
and  1892,  to  commemorate  the  400th  Anniversary  of  the  Discovery  of 
America.  Italy  struck  a 500  Lira  (Y-105)  from  1958  to  1970  in  .835 
silver,  showing  Columbus'  three  ships  of  his  first  voyage. 

The  United  States'  first  Commemorative  coin  was  the  Half  Dollar  in  1892 
and  1893  for  the  Columbian  Exposition,  in  .900  silver,  with  the  bust  of 
Columbus  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  shows  two  hemispheres,  with  a 
model  of  the  Santa  Maria,  Columbus'  flagship.  They  are  moderately 
priced,  as  950,000  pieces  were  struck  of  the  1892  coin  and  over  1.5 
million  of  the  1893  issue. 

Additionally,  the  USA  struck  a .900  fine  silver  Commemorative  Quarter 
Dollar  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  1893,  with  the  bust  of  Queen 
Isabella  of  Spain  on  the  obverse.  Only  24,214  pieces  were  minted,  and 
in  Mint  State  condition,  sells  for  about  $2,500,  at  this  place  and 
time . 

Oddly  enough,  none  of  the  other  places  he  discovered  have  honored  him 
with  coinage  or  currency. 

The  New  World  and  its  two  continents  were  named  for  an  Italian 
navigator,  Amerigo  Vespucci,  who  also  made  four  voyages.  The  first  two 
for  Portugal;  the  latter  two  for  Portugal.  He  landed  on  the  mainland 
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on  what  is  now  Cape  Canaveral,  Florida,  about  a year,  about  a year 
before  the  first  voyage  of  Columbus.  Vespucci's  career  is  based 
entirely  on  accounts  written  by  him  in  1503  and  1504.  He  died  in  1512, 
at  the  age  of  60  years. 

Christopher  Columbus  died  in  Valladolid,  Spain,  on  May  20  or  21,  1506, 
a poor  and  unnoticed  man.  He  had  made  four  journeys  to  the  New  World 
and  discovered  many  places.  He  was  only  55  years  old  when  he  died, 
always  believing  that  his  discoveries  were  Asia.  He  had  proven  to  the 
skeptics  that  the  earth  was  round. 

Until  additional  information  is  found  to  substantiate  the  claims  that 
Christopher  Columbus  was  of  the  Jewish  faith,  most  people  will  continue 
to  honor  him  for  his  foresight  and  discoveries;  for  what  he  did  and  not 
for  what  he  was. 

How  did  you  vote?  Was  Christopher  Columbus  a Jew,  or  not?  The  jury  is 
still  out,  and  it  probably  be  some  time  before  the  verdict  is  brought 
forth.  First,  there  was  the  Widow's  Mite  (What  was  it?);  Secondly,  the 
Shroud  of  Turin  (Was  it  wrapped  around  Jesus'  body?);  and  now,  was 
Columbus  a Jew?  Is  the  evidence  factual  or  circumstantial?  Is  the 
evidence  sufficient  for  your  decision,  or  do  you  need  more,  pro  or  con? 
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COLLEGE  DEAN  FORMS  COLUMBUS  500th  GROUP 

Reprinted  from  SAN  ANTONIO  (TEXAS)  EXPRESS-NEMS,  June  1,  1987 


"CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  believed  he  was  guided  by  God  when  he  sailed 
across  the  Atlantic  to  the  Indies  in  1492,"  says  Joseph  M.  Laufer,  52, 
who's  formed  the  International  Columbian  Quincentenary  Alliance  Ltd. 
with  post  office  box  number  1492,  Vincentown,  N.J. 

"He's  just  a man  surrounded  by  controversy.  Was  he  Jewish?  Was  he 
Italian?  Where  is  he  buried?",  asks  Laufer,  associate  dean  of 
Community  Services  at  Burlington  County  College.  "I  can't  really  stop 
the  chintzy  souvenirs  from  being  produced,  but  I do  want  to  work  on  the 
historical  stuff,"  he  said.  It  took  Columbus  seven  years  to  get 
approval  from  the  Spanish  crown.  Laufer  spent  seven  years  running  a 
Halley's  comet  project. 

"Laufer 's  aim  is  to  set  the  record  straight  on  Columbus'  voyage  and  on 
the  explorer,  including  a 'Columbus  Mythbusters'  brochure. 

"The  most  common  myth  was  a miserable  journey  with  terrible  weather 
that  tossed  and  tumbled  the  Nina,  Pinta  and  Santa  Maria  and  their  crews 
for  months,"  he  said.  "They  had  the  best  33  days  at  sea." 
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(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

RUSSIA  - U.S.S.R. : (Continued  from  last  month).  Y76  - 1924  reeded; 
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1945;  Y107  - 1938,  1940;  Y108  - 1940,  1946;  Y109  - 1940,  1946;  Y110  - 
1940,  1941,  1943,  1945;  Ylll  - CX  (1939,  1944,  1946);  Y112  - 1949, 

1952,  1953,  1956;  Y113  - 1952;  Y114  - 1953;  Y115  - 1949,  1953;  Y116  - 

1954,  1955,  1956;  Y117  - 1955,  1956;  YTT8~-  1948,  1954,  1955,  1956; 

Y119  - C;  Y120  - C;  Y121  - C;  Y122  - C;  Y123  - C;  Y124  - C;  Y125  - C; 

Y 1 25  - 1961,  1963,  1969,  1970,  1971,  1973,  1974;  Y127  - 1961,  1962, 

1963,  1967,  1968,  1970,  1972;  Y128  - 1961,  1970;  Y129  - 1961,  1962; 

Y130  - 1961  , 1971  ; Y131  - 1961  , 1962;^TTT2  - 1961  , 1978;  Y133  - C; 

Y133a  - 1964;  Y134a  - 1964;  Y135  - C;  Y141  - C;  Y142  - C;  Y144  - C. 


RWANDA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1964;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C. 

RWANDA-BURUNDI : Y1  - 1961 . 

ST.  HELENA:  Cl  - C;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C. 

ST.  KITTS:  Y3  - C. 

ST.  LUCIA:  Y7  - C. 

ST.  PIERRE  & MIQUELON:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C. 

ST.  THOMAS  & PRINCE:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1929;  Y10  - C;  Y13  - C; 
Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 1962;  Y19  - 1962;  Y20  - C; 
Y25  - 1977. 


ST.  VINCENT:  Y8  - C. 

SAN  MARINO:  Y2  - 1875;  Y14  - 1929;  Y15  - 1935;  Y16  to  22  - C;  Y24  to 

30  - C;  Y32  to  38  - C;  Y42  to  48  - C;  Y51  to  57  - C;  Y60  to  67  - C; 

Y73  to  80  - C;  Y86  to  93  - C;  Y98  to  105  - C;  Y117  to  124  - C. 

SAUDI  ARABIA  - Hejaz:  Y3.3  - C. 

SAUDI  ARABIA:  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6a  - C;  Y9a  - C;  YlOa  - C; 

Ylla  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - CX  (1370);  YA23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - 
C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34a  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - C; 

Y37  - 1397,  1400;  Y38  - 1397,  1400;  Y39  - 1397,  1400;  Y40  - 1397,  1400. 

SEYCHELLES:  Y1  - 1943;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C:  Y9  - C; 
YTO" '-  T9HT3,  1965,  1974;  Yll  - 1960,  1965,  1966";  Y12  - 1960;  Y13  - I960", 

1966,  1970;  Y14  - C to  1965;  Y15  - CX  (1963,  1971  );  Y16  - 1965;  Y18  - C 

SIERRA  LEONE:  Y1  thru  Y5  - C;  Yll  - C. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted 
in  this  section.) 

1.  Vesely.  CATALOGUE  OF  COIN  DESIGNERS  AND  ENGRAVERS . USA  prices: 
$15.00  by  bookrate,  $18.00  by  airmail.  Canada  prices:  $16.00  by 

bookrate,  $18.00  by  airmail.  Available  from  author,  4729  S.  E.  Haig, 
Portland,  Oregon,  97206,  USA. 

Mr.  Z.  Vesely  has  written  to  inform  us  that  the  1988  edition  of  this 
reference  has  been  released.  It  is  printed  in  the  style  and  format 
of  his  earlier  books. 

This  softbound  booklet  lists  1,210  coin  desi gners/engravers  and  the 
coins  they  designed.  The  text  is  on  303  pages  with  an  additional  35 
pages  showing  photos  of  140  coin  designers.  An  alphabetical  index  is 
included.  Artists  are  also  grouped  by  countries  for  which  they  de- 
signed coins.  The  book  lists,  for  example,  55  designers  of  English 
coins,  17  South  African,  95  German,  17  Dutch,  66  French,  24  Portuguese, 
26  Polish,  115  Colonial  and  United  States,  etc. 

Submitted  by  the  author. 


Canadian  Numismatic  History  Series.  Currency  and  Medals  of  Prince 
Edward  Island.  For  pricing  and  other  information,  write  The  Secretary, 
Numismatic  Education  Society  of  Canada,  654  Hiawatha  Blvd,  Ancaster, 
Ontario,  Canada  L9G  3A5. 

This  second  volume  in  the  Canadian  Numismatic  History  Series  was  re- 
leased on  July  21 , 1988. 

The  authors  and  contributors  to  this  volume  are  Robert  J.  Graham, 
Pembroke,  Ontario;  Earle  K.  Kennedy,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.;  J.  Richard 
Becker,  Acton  Centre,  Massachussets ; Ralph  Dickieson,  New  Glasgow, 
P.E.I.;  and  Gordon  J.  McCarville,  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.  Ross  W.  Irwin 
of  Guelph,  Ontario  co-ordinated  the  production. 

The  hard  cover  book  records  the  numismatic  heritage  of  P.E.I.  from 
earliest  times,  through  Confederation  up  to  the  most  recent  issues 
of  indigenous  currency  and  medals.  All  monies  of  account  are  covered 
in  the  168  pages,  attractively  laid  out  in  8-1/2"  x 11"  format.  The 
profusely  illustrated  book  portrays  graphically  the  fascination  of  the 
Island's  numismatic  history.  Shown  as  well  is  the  artistry  of  the 
design  and  engraving  found  in  the  many  bank  note  issues. 

Information  from  the  Society. 

********************************************************************** 

ARMENIAN  COPPER:  King  Hetoum  I (ca.  1226-70  AD)  also  issued  small 

copper  coins  known  as  Kardez,  weighing  4.5  grams,  25  mm.  diameter).  The 
exchange  ratio,  of  the  silver  Tram  to  a Kardez  was  1:12,  according  to 
renowned  Armenian  numismatic  authority  Paul  Bedoukian.  The  Kardez  was 
issued  in  two  types:  one  very  similar  to  larger  copper  Tank  and  others 
portrayed  the  king  on  horseback. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

ANTIK  BYZANS  SIKKELERI  KATALOGOU.  1988.  (Old  Time  Byzantine  Coins). 

Erdogan  Atak.  23  x 34  Cms.  120pp,  50  plates  (1276  specimens)  with 
text  opposite.  An  additional  plate  shows  7 coins  greatly  enlarged. 

7 maps,  Seaby's.  2 plates  of  monograms,  Sabatier.  These  are  highly 
stylized  and  appear  very  different  on  most  of  the  individual  coins. 
Byzantine  (i.e.  Romano-Greek)  alphabet.  Lists  of  mints  and  the  more 
common  mint  marks. 

The  text  is  in  Turkish  but  the  actual  descriptions,  with  weights, 
etc.,  are  very  brief  and  the  equivalent  terms  for  mint,  extremely 
fine,  very  fine,  fine,  good,  poor  are  listed  along  with  the  French 
and  German  equivalents. 

The  format  is  the  same  as  Atak's  earlier  two  catalogs,  i.e.  Greek, 
Roman . 

The  paper  and  binding  are  excellent  while  the  coins  chosen  for  illus- 
trations are  superb  specimens;  the  photography  also  is  first  class. 
There  is  no  attempt  at  any  type  of  completeness  but  I would  recom- 
mend the  catalog  to  any  collector  who  has  or  uses  Seaby's  latest 
since  the  illustrations  in  the  latter  are  very  limited,  making  Atak 
a valuable  supplement. 

Specimens  of  the  various  "empires"  (Trebizond,  Thessalonica,  Nicea) 
are  included,  as  are  some  of  the  Ostro-Goths  and  Vandals.  I never 
saw  a single  specimen  of  these  in  the  bazaar  (or  in  the  interior) 
in  my  years  in  Turkey. 

Simon  Bendalls'  terminology  is  used  for  the  later  Palaeologan  coinage 
but  there  are  very  few  coins  illustrated. 

The  concentration  is  on  the  gold  and  silver  Byzantine  coinage  so 
the  more  common  copper  is  very  poorly  represented.  This  is  most 
noticeably  so  for  the  once  so  called  "anonymous  folles".  For  these 
latter  the  D.O.  catalog  is  essential;  for  the  Palaeologan,  it  is 
Bendal 1 1 s. 

The  actual  catalog  is  a joy  to  look  at  because  of  the  quality  of 
the  specimens  chosen  for  illustration  and  the  photography. 

Bay  Erdogan  Atak's  address  is:  Babiali  Cadd,  Tasvire  Han  54, 

Istanbul,  Turkey.  He  speaks  and  writes  English. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Georgii  Fedorovich  Dundua.  NUMIZMATIKA  ANTICHNOI  GRUZII  (Ancient 
Greek  Numismatics).  Hard  cover,  10-3/10"  x 7",  1,800  copies  printed, 
213pp,  plates.  Tbi 1 i si :Metsni  ereba  1987.  Cost  2 Roubles  90  Kopeks 
($10.25  from  Victor  P.  Kamkin  Bookstore,  12224  Parklawn  Drive, 
Rockville,  Maryland  20852). 
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G.  F.  Dundua  is  already  well-known  to  us  from  his  work  on  early  Geor- 
gian numismatics.  In  this  well -written  and  important  book,  he  contin- 
ues his  studies  of  political  and  economic  questions  relating  to  the 
history  of  the  Kingdom  of  Colchis,  situated  in  Western  Georgia.  The 
book  is  in  four  parts:  Chapter  I deals  with  Colchis,  foreign  coins 

that  were  current  there  in  the  era  of  early  antiquity;  Chapter  II 
deals  with  the  coinage  of  the  Hellenistic  period;  Appendix  I gives 
information  about  finds  of  coins  between  1938  and  1962,  some  92,  with 
indications  as  to  place  and  date  found,  where  the  material  is  now 
stored,  and  in  some  cases  metrological  indications;  and  Appendix  II 
gives  information  about  finds  of  hoards,  some  22,  with  a total  of  128 
of  the  coins.  This  is  followed  by  footnotes,  abbreviations  of  sources 
used,  then  a description  of  the  coins  il lustra  Led  in  the  tables,  some 
27  of  them,  which  include  line  drawings  and  photographs  of  local 
imitations  patterned  on  coins  of  Alexander  III  the  Great,  356-323  B.C., 
and  Lysimachus,  a general  who  served  under  Alexander,  36 1 ? -281 . For 
plates  I -XV II,  compare  with  nos.  5-6,  plate  I of  David  M.  Lang,  Studies 
in  the  Numismatic  History  of  Georgia  in  Trans caucasia , New  York  1955. 
These  barbarous  imitations  are  found  in  Abkhazia,  Atchara  and  Imeret'i 
in  Western  Georgia,  as  well  as  in  K'art' lo-Kakhet'i  to  the  east,  the 
Iberia  of  the  ancients.  If  you  are  a collector  of  ancient  coins,  par- 
ticularly of  the  lesser-known  issues,  you  might  wish  to  consider  adding 
this  interesting  and  useful  work  to  your  shelves. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 


Jerry  F.  Schimmel.  GERMAN  TOKENS.  PART  II.  COLONIAL  ISSUES:  AUSTRIA, 

LUXEMBOURG,  SWITZERLAND  AND  OTHER  AREAS.  Soft  cover,  8V  x 5V\  156pp, 
line  drawings.  Availabe  from  the  author,  P.  0.  Box  40888,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94140-8634.  1988.  Price  US  $16.00.  Book  rate  in  USA  and 

Surface  Mail  to  Europe  and  Australia  (free).  Air  Mail  to  Europe  $5.00. 
Air  Mail  to  Australia  $6.00.  Multiple  copies  are  less.  Postage  rates 
may  change. 

The  author  tells  us  that  "Correctly  attributing  tokens  from  the  sever- 
al German-language  areas  of  Europe  is  sometimes  not  easy  even  for  Eur- 
opeans let  alone  collectors  of  the  west  side  of  the  Atlantic  (includ- 
ing Australians!).  German  Tokens.  Part  II  is  intended  to  narrow  that 
knowledge  gap."  This  prolific  author  comes  well  prepared  for  this 
task.  In  addition  to  having  collected  tokens  since  the  late  1960's, 
he  has  written  many  articles  in  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  Journal, 

NI  Bulletin,  and  other  numismatic  publications,  as  well  as  several 
books  on  world  tokens,  including  Costa  Rica  Tokens  (1984),  French 
Tokens  (1984),  German  Tokens.  Part  I (1984),  German  Tokens.  Pant  I 
(Price  Supplement)  (1984),  German  Naval  Tokens  Revised  Edition  (1984), 
and  U.S.  State-Issued  Sales  Tax  Tokens,  2nd  Edition  Revised  (1980). 

The  books  mentioned  above  are  still  available  at  the  address  given 
above . 

Where  Schimmel  gave  us  a sampling  of  German  homeland  merchant  and 
trade  tokens  in  Part  I,  here  he  includes  similar  German-language 
tokens  from  countries  like  Austria,  Luxembourg  and  Swizterland  which 
are  often  confused  with  those  of  German  proper.  He  has  also  includ- 
ed a section  on  tokens  from  around  the  world  which  could  be  mistaken 
for  German.  His  most  significant  contribution  in  this  work  is  the 
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first  time  presentation  of  a broad  listing  of  the  former  German  col- 
onies, that  is.  Southwest  Africa,  East  Africa,  Cameroon,  New  Guinea 
and  Kiauchau,  as  well  as  Naval  Tokens.  The  text  is  documented  by 
texts  in  English  based  on  extensive  research  and  correspondence  with 
collectors,  libraries  and  archives  from  all  over  the  world.  He  in- 
cludes with  each  piece  a valuation  is  U.S.  dollars.  The  book  is  in- 
dexed by  legend  and  collector  topic  as  well  as  to  German-to-Engl i sh 
translation  World  List.  Although  the  book  is  in  English,  the  reader 
will  find  that  the  Table  of  Contents  and  chapter  and  section  headings 
are  bilingual  in  English  and  German.  May  I recommend  this  book  for 
your  library.  If  you  collect  foreign  or  U.S.  tokens  and  have  pieces 
with  German  legends,  you  will  find  this  book  of  great  use  in  helping 
you  to  identify  the  issuing  authority  and  determine  its  rarity. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 


Ranko  Mandic.  JUGOSLCVENSKI  KATALOG  METALNOG  NO  VC  A.  II  ISPRAVUENO  I 
DOPUNJENO  IZDANJE.  Kni jfeno-Izdavacka  Zadruga  "Centaur"  Novi  Beograd 
1988;  250pp;  illus.;  7-9/10"  x 5-3/5";  soft  cover;  detailed  biblio- 
graphy. Distributor:  "Moneta",  PoStanski  fah  52,  11071  Novi  Neograd, 

Jugosl avi a . 

I met  Ranko  Mandic  in  January  1986  in  Bombay, where  I had  gone  to  pre- 
sent a paper,  and  found  a man  deeply  interested  in  the  coinage  of  his 
country.  At  that  time  we  discussed  the  Balkan  mints  in  Yugoslavia. 
Since  then  he  has  published  a first  edition  of  this  work  in  Serbo- 
Croatian.  He  has  decided  to  publish  a new  edition  with  an  English 
summary  as  well  because  of  "certain  international  interest"  in  the 
modern  coinage  of  his  country.  He  comes  well  prepared  for  this  task 
having  been  a frequent  contributor  to  the  Krause-Mi shier  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins.  Although  most  of  the  material  he  presents 
does  not  differ  much  from  the  KM  listings,  the  descriptions  and  data 
are  given  in  more  detail.  Also  appended  is  a 13  page  booklet  to  the 
catalogue  which  gives  prices  in  Yugoslavian  dinars  and  US  dollars. 

The  first  sixteen  pages  of  the  catalog  present  the  Introduction,  a 
Foreword,  Grading  Terminology,  General  References,  Abbreviations, 
Mints,  Prices,  and  the  Yugoslav  alphabet.  The  catalog  includes  for 
Serbia,  the  Principality  of  Serbia,  the  Kingdom  of  Serbia,  World  War 

II  Occupation  Issues,  Patterns,  Trial  Strikes  and  Proofs;  for  Croatia, 
the  World  War  II  issues,  the  Regular  Issues,  and  Patterns,  Trial 
Strikes  and  Proofs;  for  Montenegro,  the  Principality  of  Montenegro, 
the  Kingdom  of  Montenegro,  and  Patterns,  Trial  Strike  and  Proofs; 

and  for  Yugoslavia,  the  Kingdon  of  the  Serbs,  Croats  and  Slovenes, 

The  Kingdom  of  Yugoslavia,  the  Republic  of  Yugoslavia,  the  Regular 
Issues,  The  Commemorative  Issues,  the  Patterns,  Trial  Strikes  and 
Proofs,  and  Mint  and  Proof  Sets.  This  is  followed  by  a chronological 
list  for  the  four  groups,  and  a denomination  list.  The  bibliography 
is  quite  complete  and  makes  us  aware  of  sources  we  would  not  normally 
have  come  across  with  a total  of  297  titles.  If  you  collect  in  this 
area,  you  certainly  should  add  this  book  to  your  shelves. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 

********************************************************************** 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

David  S.  Bliss,  4,  Balliol  Close,  Westmeads,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex 
P0215QE , England!  WANTED:  Misstruck  coins  of  the  world,  including 

Great  Britain  (England).  Need  coins  struck  off-centre,  cuds,  coins 
misstruck  several  times,  brockages,  etc.  Write  listing  what  you 
have  available  and  prices. 

J.  L.  Schwartz,  Delistraat  15,  6524  KM  Nijmegen,  The  Netherlands: 
Recently  a friend  of  mine  discovered  a previously  unknown  Dutch  over- 
date Y35  (KM138)  h Cent  1922  last  2 over  1.  At  the  moment,  he  has 
two  specimens,  both  from  the  same  die.  He  has  photographs  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  any  NI  member  with  a similar  coin.  All  correspond- 
ence can  go  through  me. 

Serge  Huard  NLS,  C.  P.  402,  Pointe-aux-Trembles , Quebec,  H1B  5K3, 
Canada:  WANTED  - Information  for  a book  on  the  coinage  and  the his- 

tory of  the  Kingdom  of  Araucani a-Patagoni a (located  in  the  south  of 
the  actual  Chile  and  Argentina)  which  is  also  known  as  "Nouvelle 
France"  and  "Reino  del  Mapu".  Any  books,  pamphlets  and  articles 
published  in  English,  Spanish  or  French  on  these  subjects  are  of 
interest  to  me.  If  you  own  any  coins,  patterns,  pieforts,  medals, 
"emergency  money"  (issued  under  the  reign  of  King  Orel i e-Antoine  1st), 
or  any  numismatic  items  of  this  kingdom,  please  contact  me.  Any 
information  whcih  can  be  provided  would  be  greatly  appreciated  and 
acknowledged. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to: 

NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************* 


THE  HASTATI 


The  Hastati  of  the  early  Roman  army  were  so  called  because  they  were 
armed  with  spears.  Even  after  they  fought  with  swords  and  a dart  call- 
ed Pi  1 urn,  they  always  preserved  the  name  Hastati.  The  light  troops 
alone  continued  the  javelin,  termed  the  Hasta,  but  they  were  called 
the  Velites. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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